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Students make large profit from selling concert tickets
LANA FERGUSON

thedmnews@gmail.com

Rae Sremmurd duo, Khalif “Swae Lee” (left and
bottom right) and Aaquil “Slim Jimmy” Brown (top
right) performed to a packed house at The Lyric Oxford Wednesday night. Tilt hosted the concert as a replacement for the Snoop Dog concert the Unviersity
won in a contest last winter break. The tickets for the
event, which sold out the day they became available,
were resold by many students for more than 10 times
the original value.
PHOTOS BY: LOGAN KIRKLAND

Tickets for the highly-anticipated, sold out Rae Sremmurd
concert
Wednesday
night
proved profitable for students
who chose to resell their passes for more than 10 times the
original price.
After 1,020 tickets sold out
on the official “Tilt Presents:
Rae Sremmurd for Ole Miss”
within less than a day, tickets remained in high demand.
Tickets to the concert were
available only to Ole Miss
students and only through
the specified Tilt or contests
through venues such as Tilt’s
Instagram.
Friday was the first day students were able to pick up
their tickets from the box office at The Lyric.
As showtime rapidly approached, students began
selling their tickets for large
profits.
Facebook
groups,
GroupMe messages, and other social media outlets flooded
with ticket holders offering to
sell their tickets to other students. These ticket holders
originally purchased a maximum of two tickets for $1
each. These resold tickets cost

SEE SREMMURD PAGE 3

Party-planning app organizes Oxford’s event scene
ISABELLA CARUSO

igcaruso@go.olemiss.edu

Keeping up with events on
campus is hard. Between academic groups, social gatherings and downright parties,
it’s hard to keep the necessary
separated from the optional.
In response to these scheduling woes, developers are
flocking to create new tools
tailored to the many needs of
their tech-savvy clientele.
Noah Johnson, founder and
CEO of Toga, said he wanted
to create a platform that could
answer students’ questions
about the various events relevant to their lives.
“I like that the Toga app is so
organized,” sophomore music
major Colleen Chauncey said.
COURTESY: TOGA

“All the events at Ole Miss that
I would want to attend are advertised in one common place,
so I can always know what’s
going on and never miss out
on anything.”
“We simply curate all the
events relevant to a college
student and put them in one
easy-to-use calendar feed,”
Johnson said.
Johnson said Toga’s goal is
to provide a way for students
to plan their social lives. The
app supplies sports schedules,
important academic dates and
the dates of concerts and other events happening around
campus at their individual
universities.
Students are able to promote any event by registering
with the app. Private events

can be promoted on an invite-only basis and all students invited are automatically put into a group chat within
the app. Open events can be
advertised to the student body
on the home feed of the app.
Students may also tag other
students on the app to alert
them of a specific event nearby.
Johnson said precautions
are made to validate Toga as
a strictly students-only platform. Only verified students
with a university-assigned
email address are able to promote events on the app.
“All public events are approved by someone on the
Toga team to limit any spam
or inappropriate events,”

SEE TOGA PAGE 3
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Iran: How I learned to accept the bomb

SCOTT SCHROEDER

saschrod@go.olemiss.edu

If Iran’s current efforts to enrich
uranium are indeed in pursuit of
manufacturing nuclear weapons,
as the U.S. government fears, then
such a pursuit may be an entirely
rational decision on their part.
First, Iran has dealt with the
U.S. violating their sovereignty
before. A democratically-elected,
nationalist government was overthrown by CIA-led operatives in
reaction to then-Prime Minister
Mohammad Mosaddegh’s nationalization of the nation’s formerly British-dominated petroleum company. The U.S. propped
up a brutal dictatorship for 26
years until it was overthrown in
1979. The succeeding governments have been sanctioned and
undermined in the global economy by the U.S. and its partners
ever since.
Oh, and the U.S. armed Saddam Hussein’s Ba’athist military
in their war of aggression against
Iran in the 1980s — a continuing
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point of mistrust, understandably.
A little more than two decades
after the Iranian Revolution, to
their eastern border, they saw the
U.S. invade a sovereign nation
under conditions that now appear
to have been a fabrication of the
second Bush administration. The
U.S. acted almost unilaterally to
conduct the invasion, given that
the U.N. Security Council didn’t
come close to buying Bush’s
then-Secretary of State Colin
Powell’s presentation of the administration’s reasoning for needing military action.
To recall the final weeks before
the invasion of Iraq, the Hussein
regime was basically doing cartwheels to get the attention of the
international community once
they realized that an invasion was
being planned based on the accusation of their having weapons of
mass destruction.
Of course, the regime knew all
too well that they did not. And almost certainly, so did the top-level
officials in the Bush administration, given how poor their case
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the academic year, on
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The University of
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turned out to be.
The lesson Iran may be taking
from the U.S. invasion of Iraq in
2003?
You’d better actually have the
nukes, or else you will certainly
be invaded if the wrong person is
president of the U.S. and there is
enough political will to do so.
Politicians in both the U.S. and
Israel have suggested bombing
Iran, which they have the capability to do hundreds of times over.
What’s to stop Iran from becoming another Iraq?
The Iranians understand perfectly well that the solution on
their end just may be nuclear
weapons if they don’t want to
radically change their political institutions to better accommodate
U.S. interests in the region. Iran
is not allowed, legally, to obtain a
nuclear weapon as a signee to the
Non-Proliferation Treaty.
However, this is not that big of
a hurdle; Israel has nuclear weapons, along with India and Pakistan, both of whom claim to have
no obligation to adhere to the

The Daily Mississippian welcomes letters to the editor. Letters should be addressed to The Daily Mississippian, 201
Bishop Hall, P.O. Box 1848, University, MS, 38677-1848,
or e-mailed to dmletters@olemiss.edu.
Letters should be typed, double-spaced and no longer than
300 words. Letters may be edited for clarity, space or libel.
Third-party letters and those bearing pseudonyms, pen
names or “name withheld” will not be published. Publication is limited to one letter per individual per calendar
month.
Letters should include phone and email contact information so that editors can verify authenticity. Letters from students should include grade classification and major; letters
from faculty and staff should include title and the college,
school or department where the person is employed.

treaty because they never signed
it.Israel is purposefully ambiguous about their nuclear arsenal,
but everyone knows they have
weapons of mass destruction.
Iran is virtually surrounded
by U.S. military bases in Turkey,
Iraq, Saudi Arabia, the U.A.E.,
Oman, Pakistan and Afghanistan,
has been threatened by other nations and has been meddled with
from the outside non-stop for
over a century.
While the world is possibly a
safer place without an Iranian
nuke (debatable, but no time to
go over the competing theories
of nuclear deterrence here), it’s
of vital importance that we understand why they may want
one, even if they say publicly they
don’t, given that we get to decide
if the latest Iranian nuclear deal is
maintained by who we send to the
White House next.

Scott Schroeder is a Senior
political science major from
Houston, Texas.
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Johnson said.
When a student is interested in an event, they can indicate their attendance on Toga.
The app then allows students
to manage upcoming events,
as well as view other students’
profiles and personal calendars.
“Our users no longer have to
check Facebook and ticketing
websites or text their friends,”
Johnson said. “It’s all there for
them on the app.”
In the app’s ‘peek’ feature,
students are able to browse
social calendars from universities across the country.
“Soon, we will be rolling out
a feature to let students look
into any college, so they can
see when to road trip to their
best friend’s school or peek
into their rival college,” said
Johnson.
Toga also provides a tool
for fraternities and sororities
to promote social and philanthropic events.
Colin Sullivan, a junior integrated marketing communications major, said the app gives
fraternities a simpler way of
promoting philanthropic and
social functions without having to use Facebook.

buyers substantially more.
Tickets were selling for inflated amounts upwards of
even $80. Some students like
sophomore finance and economics major John Otterlee,
bought the original $1 tickets
knowing it would be an investment closer to the concert
date.
“I thought it would be a
good idea to buy and sell the
tickets for profit,” Otterlee
said. “I posted on Facebook
groups like class of 2019 say-

continued from page 1

continued from page 1

ing I had tickets to sell and I
made $158 in profit from selling two tickets.”
Students on the other side
of the situation were willing
to pay large amounts to partake in the audience. Freshman paralegal studies major
Kylie Mcgee purchased her
ticket for $40.
“I decided I would regret
if I didn’t attend the concert
because all my friends were
already going,” Mcgee said.
“I found a ticket by asking
around and one of my friends
found a person for me on a
Facebook group.”
Tilt and The Lyric did not

NEWS | 10 SEPTEMBER 2015 | THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | PAGE 3

manage who used the tickets
once students picked them up.
“Any high-demand event
will generate this type of
buzz,” a Tilt spokesperson
said. “We limited the tilt to
two tickets per person and
students had to show their
Ole Miss ID at The Lyric to
pick up tickets.”
Last winter break, Ole Miss
beat out colleges across the
nation in a competition host-

ed by the fundraising platform Tilt to bring Snoop Dog
to perform on campus. After
some difficulties prevented
Tilt from following through
with their Snoop Dog claim,
they rewarded students for
their victory by bringing
Tupelo-native rap duo Rae
Sremmurd to perform for a
student-only crowd.
See thedmonline for a photo
gallery from the concert.
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Food truck: rolling up in Sunday best
TAYLOR COOK

tecook1@go.olemiss.edu

When you’re hungry, there
isn’t much that can beat a good,
old-fashioned, home cooked
meal. And luckily for Oxford, the
answer to your Southern cooking cravings might be parked just
outside your home.
Sunday’s Best Express, a food
truck owned and operated by Abbeville, Mississippi’s Woods family, serves up a menu that will make
you feel right at home. From their
kitchen to your parking lot, this
family cannot wait to present you
with the most delicious southern cuisine around. The family passion is cooking; for family, friends, catered events and
even for about 300 people every
Sunday at church.
Bridgett Woods, who runs the
business with her husband Michael, said she loves cooking because it brings people together.
“I just love cooking, that’s
where everybody comes, our
house for dinner,” said Woods.

“We just open up
our house to let everyone come in and
enjoy themselves.
We just love people
and we love cooking.”
The Woods family worked in the catering business for
about seven years,
and were often
asked if they had
their own restaurant. With the support of their family
and friends, the family decided to turn their passion
into a business. One Sunday the
family came together, created a
menu and a name, and Sunday’s
Best Express was born.
“Everyone knows that on Sundays you get the best food, so we
came up with Sunday’s Best Express, serving the best on wheels,”
Woods said.
After operating in the concession trailer business for about a
year now, the Woods and have

they have to study, so they can
run up and get a meal then go
back to their work,” Woods said.
Brimming with good old Southern hospitality, Sunday’s Best Express is especially ready to share
their love and food with everyone
who visits their mobile kitchen. Including everything from
cheeseburgers to fried green tomatoes, the menu is full of hearty
southern cuisine, with a range of
flavors that could satisfy any pallet.
If you are not sure what to order, try the Sunday’s Best Burger, the Woods family favorite.
Topped with two beef patties,
cheese, bacon, mayo, mustard,
lettuce, pickles, onions, and tomato, this burger will make you
hungry for more.
The Woods family and friends
of Sunday Best Express want the
bright taste of home not only in
every meal they serve, but also
in every aspect of their business.
Even the t-shirts that they wear

PHOTO COURTESY: TAYLOR COOK

fallen in love with the upbeat and
lively atmosphere of running a
restaurant on wheels. The truck
does its best to serve all of Oxford,
operating on a busy schedule.
Sunday’s Best Express spends
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Fridays
at the Winchester Factory, Thursdays at Campus Creek, and ends
the week at The Hub on Saturdays.
“Now you can get Sunday’s best
seven days a week,” Woods said.
The family chose Oxford as

the home of their new food truck
because they grew up in the area
and love having the opportunity to
serve the community. As parents
themselves, the Woodses understand that not all students time or
resources to cook their own meals
or eat out at restaurants. Through
Sunday’s Best Express, the Woodses want to make sure that Oxford
students have the opportunity to
enjoy a warm, home cooked meal.
“Sometimes students don’t
have time to sit down because

SEE BEST PAGE 5
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Orlean influences tonight at The Lyric
BEST

ZOE MCDONALD

are bright and merry in order to
make any customer feel comfortable and at home.
“It’s a family business, it’s a fun
business,” said Woods.
In the future, the Woodses plan
to grow their business and eventually open up a restaurant. In the
meantime, they plan to spread
their name by participating in
local events such as the Abbeville Autumn Festival and Double
Decker Arts Festival in the spring.
If you are looking for a delectable dinner and a friendly face,
look no further than Sunday’s
Best Express. Parked just around
the corner, Michael and Bridgett
Woods, their daughter Micaela, son Dillion, and friend Justin Hurd are waiting with smiling
faces, ready to share their passion
for food, and serve up a delicious
meal.

Earphunk might be the most
aptly-named
up-and-coming
band this side of the Mississippi
River.
The five-piece rock’n’roll and
soul-funk fusion or “Prog funk”
band met as college students
in the New Orleans area. They
quickly began playing shows, and
in 2014, they recorded their third
album, “Sweet Nasty,” which
quickly proved to catapult their
recent success. Some of this is,
in part, because of BitTorrent.
Since Earphunk launched “Sweet
Nasty” on the digital publishing
platform, they’ve seen more than
600,000 downloads and counting.
Their music hits low, funkfilled notes, then takes the listener to ecstatic highs with a horn
section that could have stepped
right out of the French Quarter.
Earphunk’s spacey sound has
certainly grown and changed
in various ways over the years.

continued from page 4
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They’ve found a solid direction,
both in their music and songwriting, guitarist Mark Hempe said.
All of Earphunk’s members have
grown musically as individuals
and, thus, as a group.
“We’ve found a more distinct
sound and direction to follow,”
Hempe wrote in an email. “In
the beginning, we were highly influenced almost solely by NOLA
funk, etc. But now, we have taken
a bit more progressive and rockier direction that hits harder and
can give us more free reign for
expression.”
At the core of Earphunk lays
their musical origin: New Orleans. The city’s sound permeates
through their music, and they’ve
had the privilege to play with
some of New Orleans’ best. When
you’re a band with saxophone
and horn features, it doesn’t hurt
to be in the city of jazz and soul.
“There’s a very unique rhythm
and feel that people from other
parts of the country don’t experience often,” Hempe wrote. “But
here in New Orleans, it’s a rhythm

that’s a part of our daily lives. I
read a particular quote from Ivan
Neville recently and I would say
he described the feeling perfectly. To paraphrase it, he described
being a musician from New Orleans as like having a little inside
joke that you all share.”
Just as some New Orleans musicians become part of the city
itself, others break away, spreading the unique sounds of the city.
Earphunk is doing just that. If it
wasn’t already apparent with the
popularity of their nationwide
tours, the band will prove their
prowess with their upcoming album, which they are recording
in Chicago and releasing this
spring.
“We recently completed basic tracking for a new full length
album in Chicago with Steve Albini,” Hempe said. “I think the

environment and working with
Steve made everyone really up
their game for this one and we
are very excited to release it! As
what can typically be the case
when a band comes out of the
studio, I think we have come out
of the experience a much better
band.”
Expect serious jams tonight at
The Lyric, as Oxford will be the
very first stop on Earphunk’s fall
tour, which, according to Hempe,
has the potential to “be the best
in Earphunk history.”
The Main Squeeze, a “killer”
band from Chicago, will open,
but you can expect to see them
join Earphunk for a few jams as
well. For each tour stop, two limited edition white vinyl records of
“Sweet Nasty” will be available at
the merchandise table. The doors
open at 8 p.m.

27549

27546
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Easy Sudoku Puzzles by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 13
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5
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9
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every row, column and 3x3
box contains the numbers 1
through 9 with no repeats.
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7 6 3
2 1 5
8 4 9
5 7 6
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Online Code

memorable game, registering
three tackles, a quarterback
hit, a blocked field goal and a
31-yard touchdown reception
from the tight end position.
“It just happened so sudden. I was like ‘oh I have the
ball,’ and I just took off and
started running. It was fun,”
Nkemdiche said. “We worked
it a couple times this first
week in practice and it came
out perfect. Ryan Buchanan
did a great job, the lineman
did a great job and I was happy it was a good play.”
Nkemdiche did see some
problems with the defensive
performance, however.
“We still have a lot to fix
as a defense. We had a lot of
holes. We had some big crazy
gaps so we really have to go
back in, clean it up and get
ready for Fresno,” Nkemdiche said.

3

$3.99

OPEN LATE

gest highlights of the game
when he picked off UT-Martin quarterback Jarod Neal
and returned it 93 yards for
a touchdown. Elston said he
followed the quarterbacks
eyes to get in position for the
interception and took off as
soon as he had the ball.
“I worked my way towards
the post. He threw like a little
lob pass and I attacked it, and
I followed Christian Russell
and Denzel Nkemdiche down
the sideline,” Elston said.
Elston, who’s better known
for hit hitting than his ball
skills, was very proud of the
interception.
“I really didn’t get them my
first three years, so that’s a
big achievement to get one on
my first game this year,” Elston said.
Junior defensive tackle
Robert Nkemdiche also had a

1

10” 1 TOPPING PIZZA

ORDER ONLINE
WWW.DOMINOS.COM

Robert Nkemdiche running downfield after a pass from Ryan Buchanan.

Les Miles had an interesting
response Wednesday when a
reporter asked him his opinion on the Southeastern Conference’s dominance in the AP
Poll.
“I think the SEC should have
25 teams in the top 25,” he
said.
While the idea isn’t possible
- there are only 14 teams in the
SEC - the LSU head coach may
be on to something.
When the second AP Poll was
released Tuesday, the SEC set
a record of 10 teams ranked in
the top 25, beating their own
record of eight teams from this
preseason. The SEC went 12-1
to open the season, with Texas A&M moving to 16th and
Mississippi State moving up to
25th, making it a record-setting 10 teams.
Les Miles didn’t have to worry about his position in the top
25 since his team’s game was
cancelled due to lightning.
The SEC has been a fixture
in the AP Poll for a while now.
The conference has had eight
ranked teams six times in the
regular season and three times
in the preseason.
To add on to all of this, all
seven teams in the SEC West

9 8 1
6 5 7
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Order 2
for Delivery

thedmsports@gmail.com

3 8
2

Rebel

DYLAN RUBINO

9

While the Ole Miss offense
surely grabbed the big headlines for it’s 76-point explosion against UT-Martin, the
defense showed out in dominant fashion, holding the Skyhawks to only three points.
Most defenses would be
thrilled to hold their opponents to scoring just three
points throughout the whole
game, especially with backups subbing in for the latter
stages of the game, but the
Ole Miss defense proved last
year that they’re no ordinary
defense.
“I’m pleased with the game.
I just feel like we have to finish stronger and finish the
game better cause I want to
shut them out,” senior defensive end Channing Ward said.
“It’s just a missed assignment

4

csthoma1@go.olemiss.edu

that got them three points on
the board.”
Ward, who finished with
four tackles and one hit on
the quarterback for the day,
made an unexpected start at
defensive end opposite sophomore Marquis Haynes.
“At first I was, but it’s not
the starting thing. It’s just
when you get in, just take advantage of all the opportunities you get,” Ward said.
Senor safety Trae Elston
felt the same way about the
defensive performance.   
“I think we always can
improve. I wasn’t satisfied
even though they had three
points. I think we wanted the
goose egg, but we still weren’t
tackling well and had a few little busts here and there,” Elston said. “I think we should
never be satisfied as a defense
so we can always improve.”
Elston had one of the big-

Sudoku #8
1 5 2 8 9 4
8 4 9 6 3 7
7 3 6 2 5 1
9 2 1 3 4 8
6 8 5 1 7 9
4 7 3 5 6 2
2 1 4 9 8 3
5 9 7 4 2 6
3 6 8 7 1 5

CODY THOMASON
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continued from page 6
are ranked for the first time in
college football history.
Not only is the West the
deepest it’s ever been, but the
conference as a whole is loaded from top to bottom. Georgia, Missouri and Tennessee
are the three teams from the
East joining the top 25 with
all of the West.

Whether it’s improvements
in recruiting tactics, new regimes in coaching or players
developing under their respective programs, the conference is getting deeper and
deeper and has shown no
signs of slowing down any
time soon.
Maybe Les Miles is right.
Maybe the conference should
break away from the NCAA
and form its own competitive
football league, with the exception of Vanderbilt.

CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit:
http://www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.
The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one business day in advance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday when school is
in session except during the summer session which is Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds
on classified ads once published.
RATES:
- $0.25 per word per day
- 15-word minimum
- No minimum run

Additional Features (Web & Print):
Jumbo Headline - $3
Big Headline - $2
Bold Text - extra $0.50 per word

To place your ad online: www.thedmonline.com/classifieds
The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or questionable
products or services.

201 BISHOP HALL • 662.915.5503
WEEKEND RENTAL

WEEKEND RENTALS Event weekends
or any time. Locally owned and operated, BBB accredited www.oxfordtownhouse.com (662)801-6692

Let’s not get ridiculous,
though. The best team in the
country doesn’t come from
the SEC. Clearly, that title still
belongs to Ohio State with
TCU and Michigan State right
around the corner.
Ohio State showed they can
beat anyone in the country,
especially with their dismantling of Alabama in the playoff
last season. TCU obliterated
Ole Miss in the Peach Bowl.
Maybe the outcome would
change with a fully healthy

ANNOUNCEMENTS
UM CHESS CLUB
Tuesdays, 6 PM, Union Lobby
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Ole Miss team, but we’ll never
know.
Both Mississippi schools are
on the rise, with head coaches
Hugh Freeze and Dan Mullen building strong recruiting
classes and developing their
players to the highest of levels. Texas A&M and Arkansas
are making their rises to stardom in the West. Tennessee
continues to build under head
coach Butch Jones and Missouri could win the conference for a third year in a row.

Only your mother could make you
Feel Better Faster

PART-TIME
RAINBOW CLEANERS We are accepting applications for part time - morning
or afternoon shifts. Work schedule is
built around class schedule so you work
same days each week for the semester. Be prepared to work in an up tempo
customer service oriented environment.
send letter of interest with class schedule to mail@rainbowcleanersms.com
VETERINARY POSITION AVAILABLE
Primarily kennel duties with cross-training in other areas. Must be available to
work mornings and weekends. Must be
responsible, hard working, and able to
get along with others. Drug free work
place. Apply in person at Animal Care
Center located across University Ave
from Kroger.

What’s not to like about the
SEC? Only four teams from
the conference aren’t ranked
and place three teams in the
top 10 in Alabama, Auburn
and Georgia.
For the second year in a
row, there is no clear favorite to win the conference, and
maybe that’s a good thing.
Winning football games and
breaking records. It’s a great
time to be a football fan in the
South.

Walk-ins Welcome.
Open Every Day
8am-7pm
Sick? Injured?
We’re here to help!

Our emergency room trained staff is
equipped to handle your illnesses & injuries.
You only pay a co-pay
when you visit!

662.236.2232

1929 University Ave.
OxfordUrgentClinic.com

COLLEGE NIGHT!
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FR G BEER
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please drink responsibly

TIO
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AIR

PATRIOTS
VS.
STEELERS
TONIGHT AT 7:30!

MOJO

PERFORMING
T O N I G H T,
T O M O R R O W,
AND
S AT U R D AY

120 South 11th Street

662.234.1411
27550
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Patterson, Rawlings step up in Tunsil’s absence

BRIAN SCOTT RIPPEE

csrippee@go.olemiss.edu

Junior offensive tackle Laremy Tunsil’s absence has
left a considerable hole in the
Ole Miss offensive line. The
pre-season All-American’s inability to play because of an
ongoing NCAA investigation
is significant to an offensive
line that is already lacking
depth.
The Rebels needed some
young players to step up
and take a lot of meaningful
snaps on Saturday, and that
is exactly what they got from
freshmen Javon Patterson
and Sean Rawlings.
Patterson, a true freshman,
started his first game as a
Rebel and impressed many,
including Ole Miss head
coach Hugh Freeze and offensive line coach Matt Luke.
Freeze said on Monday that
Patterson graded out higher
than freshmen he has seen,
and Luke reiterated that point
after practice on Tuesday.
“To be a true freshman, that
was as good of a performance
in the first game as I have ever
been around. He played like a
veteran,” Luke said. “He was
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In the absence of Laremy Tunsil, Javon Patterson and Sean Rawlings have covered for the offensive tackle’s position.
good on his assignments. He
was calm and cool.”
Luke said Patterson’s decision to early-enroll at Ole
Miss last December in order to participate in spring
practice may have helped the
young guard in his first game.
“It helped a lot,” Patterson
said on starting last Saturday. “I felt like I physically
and mentally prepared to face
guys on the first team and get

the jitters out of the way.”
Patterson was thrust into a
starting role after left guard
Aaron Morris was unable to
participate in spring practice
due to a partially torn ACL
from the end of last season.
Rawlings’
performance
was another positive sign
in regards to the offensive
line depth. Originally a center, Rawlings started at right
tackle in place of senior Fahn

Cooper, who had to fill in
at left tackle in Tunsil’s absence. Rawlings played more
snaps than any other lineman
against UT-Martin and said
he learned a lot from his first
start.
“There were a lot of things
that I could have done better,
but I felt like I went out there
and competed and gave great
effort. That will never be a
question,” Rawlings said.

As far as replacing Tunsil
goes, the Rebels are prepared
in a couple of different ways.
Cooper played left tackle on
Saturday, and sophomore Rod
Taylor got reps at left tackle in
practice on Tuesday.
“It was a lot of learning,”
Luke said. “It was more of
an experiment than anything
to see how he would do, because we feel like he is athletic
enough.”
Taylor has been dealing
with a right shoulder injury, and Luke felt he could be
more effective on the left side
of the line. Luke also said that
senior center Robert Conyers
could see reps at either tackle
position if needed.
The Rebel offensive line is
still working to get everyone
healthy and on the field in
2015, but, in the mean time,
team members are stepping
up and playing well out of position to get the job done.
“You’ve got to prepare for
every situation. Having a little
bit more depth helps,” Luke
said. “We’re still not really
deep at the tackle position
where we want to be, but you
have to prepare no different
than an injury.”
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